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A NEWSLETTER FOR THE GRAND VALLEY STATE UNIVERSITY COMMUNITY 
Published by News & Information Services 
Ehlers discusses student loan rates, water cleanup 
U.S. Rep. Vernon Ehlers, R-Grand Rapids, showed his versatility when 
he spoke at two events at the Pew Grand Rapids Campus on April 21. 
A subcommittee of the Michigan House Science Committee met at the 
Eberhard Center for a briefing "Great Lakes Restoration: How? Soon?". 
The Subcommittee on Environment, Technology, and Standards is look-
ing at the Great Lakes Regional Collaboration science recommendations 
and discussing what the top priorities should be. 
The briefing followed the recent introduction of a multi-billion dollar 
bill by a bipartisan group of U.S. legislators, including Ehlers, to clean 
up the Great Lakes. This year has been identified as a critical time for 
the Great Lakes. A December 2005 report, endorsed by more than 60 
of the Great Lakes region's leading scientists, stated that the lakes are 
on the verge of ecological collapse. Al Steinman, director of the Annis 
Water Resources Institute, testified during the briefing. 
Ehlers also joined Ken Fridsma, director of Financial Aid, at a news 
conference aimed at getting the word out to students about their federal 
loans. Interest rates on federal loans will increase July 1, so students 
are encouraged to consolidate their loans and lock in at the current low 
fixed rate. The interest rate for federal loans is currently a variable rate 
of 4.7 percent. On July 1, the rate will become fixed at 6.8 percent. 
Photo by Courtney Newbauer 
U.S. Rep. Vernon Ehlers discusses student loan rates during one of his 
two appearances on campus on April 21. He also addressed a House 
committee on Great Lakes restoration. Pictured at left is Ken Fridsma, 
director of Financial Aid. 
Ehlers joked with students saying while this isn't as bad as income 
taxes, students should thoroughly examine their loans so decisions they 
make today don 't hurt them in the future . 
consolidate, their loans will automatically be switched to a fixed 6.8 
percent," said Fridsma, "but students who consolidate can lock in at 4.7 
percent as a fixed rate for the life of the loan. A student could save up to 
$2,000 in interest, depending on the amount they borrowed." 
Fridsma said students have the opportunity between now and July 1 
to consolidate their loans and lock in at 4. 7 percent. "If students don't 
More information on loan consolidation can be found at the Web site, 
www.loanconsolidation.ed.gov., or by calling 800-557-7392. 
···--------------------------
Longtime director earns top A/P award 
Mary Ann Sheline, director of the Regional 
Math and Science Center, received the A/P 
Achievement Award - the highest honor 
for administrative/professionals - during 
the annual luncheon on April 25. The award 
recognizes the outstanding contributions by 
a staff member to the university, professional 
field and surrounding community. 
Sheline has worked at Grand Valley for 22 
years. She started as a part-time employee 
and helped conduct the Regional Science 
Olympiad. 
As director of the RMSC, Sheline has been 
instrumental in developing programs like 
MS3, a support group in which upperclassman 
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help freshmen succeed in science and math; 
and STEPS, a week-long camp for 6th grade 
girls to explore science and engineering. 
She has overseen dozens of initiatives with 
regional schools and teachers. Sheline also 
serves on numerous area boards and commit-
tees. 
Michelle Burke, associate director of Student 
Life and chair of the A/P Committee, said 85 
people submitted 100 nominations and letters 
of support for recipients in six categories. The 
following people also received awards: 
• Commitment to Diversity: Marlene 
Kowalski-Braun, director of the Women's 
Photo by Bernadine Carey-Tucker 
President Mark A. Murray presents Mary Ann 
Sheline with the Administrative/Professional 
Achievement Award. 
see 'Awards' on page 3 
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Across Campus 
Women's golf advances to 
NCAA championships at Meadows 
Grand Valley's women's golf team won its second straight NCAA 
Division II East Regional on May 2 at the Findlay Country Club in 
Findlay, Ohio. 
The Lakers shot a three round score of 964, nine shots ahead of Ferris 
State .. GVSU advances to the NCAA Division II National Championships, 
which will be hosted by Grand Valley at the Meadows Golf Course on 
May 10-13. 
There is no admission charge for the tournament. For more information, 
call xl8800. 
ries; international 
students nominate 
people in each 
category for their 
outstanding hos-
pitality to interna-
tional students. 
This year's award 
winners are 
(Faculty) John 
Weber, associ-
ate professor of 
geology; (Staff) 
Larry Henderson, 
Facilities; 
(Current Student) 
Photo by Courtney Newbauer 
Students (left to right) Jamie Pleyte, Laureen 
Joseph, Kristen Albrecht and Manish Das enjoy 
the International Student and Pineapple Award 
Ceremony, held in March. 
Longtime staff member dies 
R. Bruce Tweddale, who worked in various capacities at Grand Valley 
from 1965-2005, died at his Kentwood home on April 30 at age 72. 
Daniel Lee Steed; and (Community Members) Bill and Wanda Guest. Jane 
Stewart of the Allendale Post Office was also recognized for her excep-
tional service to international students. 
Tweddale is survived by his wife, Nancy, four children and their families . 
He retired in August 2005, after serving the university for 40 years as 
registrar, director of admissions, director of institutional analysis, and as 
acting assistant vice president for academic affairs. 
Additionally, more than 60 international students received recognition for 
their contributions to Grand Valley. 
National TV segment about GVSU 
to air in Detroit He earned bachelor's and master's degrees from Michigan State 
University. He taught physics and math in Grand Rapids until he joined 
the Grand Valley administration in 1965. A video showcasing Grand Valley, produced by Platinum Television 
Group, will air several times on Detroit TV station WPXD PAX in May. 
A memorial service was held May 3. The family suggests that memori-
als be given to the music fund of Trinity Lutheran Church or Hospice of 
Michigan, 1260 Ekhart, NE, Grand Rapids, Michigan 49503. 
The segment, "How to Pick the Right College," will air during a "Today's 
Family" show. It will also air in other markets later in the spring and sum-
mer. Detroit air times are at 7:30 a.m. on May 8, 15, 22 and 29. 
International students host ceremony President Mark A. Murray, several students and faculty members were 
interviewed. 
In March, the annual International Student and Pineapple Award 
Ceremony was held. The pineapple awards are presented in four catego- Across Campus continues on page 4 
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The GVSU Forum is published by the News 
and Information Services Office every 
Monday when classes are in session and 
biweekly during the summer. The submission 
deadline is Tuesday noon. Send publication 
items to Michele Coffill, editor, c/o forum @ 
gvsu.edu. Telephone: 6 16-331-2221. Fax: 616-
331-2250. 
Faculty and staff members can find an online 
"Sketches" submission form on the Web at 
www.gvsu.edu/forum . 
Other publications by the News and 
Information Services Office include: 
GVNOW 
To see video features and daily campus 
news, visit Grand Valley's online publication, 
GVNow, at www.gvnow.gvsu.edu . 
GRAND VALLEYli-
Grand Valley Magazine is published quarterly 
for the university community. Visit its Web 
site at www.gvsu.edu/gvmagazine. 
Grand Valley State University is an affirmative 
action/equal opportunity institution. 
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Grant funds GVSU study of science education 
Grand Valley has been awarded a $1.3 million grant 
from the National Science Foundation to fund a 
five-year project known as Target Inquiry. Effective 
May 1, the NSF funding builds on previous financial 
support. 
The TI model emphasizes the importance of the 
inquiry process in teaching and learning science 
by combining a research experience for teachers 
with curriculum adaptation and action research. To 
implement the TI model at Grand Valley, seven new 
graduate courses have been created to comprise a 
new chemistry emphasis for the existing master 's of 
education program. 
A longitudinal study examining differences between 
the participant and comparison groups, as well 
as measures of participant change over time, will 
investigate the nature of the impacts of the TI pro-
gram on teachers and their students. Two teacher 
cohorts, a comparison teacher group, and approxi-
mately 5,000 high school students will be studied. 
"The new science education standards demand a lot 
of our high school teachers but they do not supply 
adequate support," said Deborah Herrington, one 
of the project's two principal investigators. "The TI 
program is important as it provides teachers with 
both the tools and the support to promote continued 
improvement in their teaching." 
Photo by Courtney Newbauer 
Pictured are (left to right) chemistry faculty mem-
bers Ellen Yezierski and Deborah Herrington. 
The award from NSF will allow the impact of the TI 
program to expand beyond West Michigan through 
broad dissemination of their results. 
"What we learn from TI teachers and their students 
can positively impact students across the nation," 
said Ellen Yezierski, also a principal investigator 
from the chemistry department. "This award will 
fuel the broad dissemination of our work. It would 
be amazing to see the TI model implemented at 
other colleges and universities." 
What's Ahead 
Alzheimer's support group 
continues to meet 
The Alzheimer's Support Group will meet on 
Tuesday, May 9, from 11:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. in 
the De Vos Center, room 297C. 
Kari Kensinger, assistant professor of therapeu-
tic recreation , will discuss activities that can be 
done with a person who suffers from Alzheimer's 
Disease. The support group is facilitated by 
Cindy Beel-Bates, from the Kirkhof College of 
Nursing, and Sue Sloop, from the Work Life 
Connections Program. 
Other support group dates are June 13 in Kirkhof 
Center, room 201; July 11, DeVos Center, room 
297C; August 8, Kirkhof Center, room 201. All 
meetings run from 11 :30 a.m. -12:30 p.m. 
Lubbers, Rowe 
will sign books 
President Emeritus Arend D. Lubbers and 
Professor of Philosophy Steven Rowe will sign 
copies of their book, Old Hopes for a New Place, 
from noon-I p.m. on Saturday, May 13, at the 
28th Street Schuler Books and Music. This col-
lection of 15 years of Lubbers ' speeches, which 
represent the 32 years of his presidency, from 
academic years 1969-2001, was edited by Rowe. 
Stand-up comedian to sit 
down with GVSU students 
Tom Caltabiano has worked as a stand-up come-
dian , writer, producer, photographer and most 
recently, director of the new documentary, "95 
Miles to Go." The film follows Caltabiano and 
comedian Ray Romano, star of TV's "Everybody 
Loves Raymond," on a road trip of stand-up 
gigs. Caltabiano will debut the fi lm (Midwest 
premiere) and share his vast experience with 
Grand Valley students May 15-18. 
"This is an outstanding opportunity for our 
students to learn from a professional at the top 
of his game," said Frank Boring, a documen-
tary filmmaker who teaches in the School of 
Communications at Grand Valley and arranged 
for Caltabiano's visit. "Tom is being very gener-
ous with his time and has agreed to do a number 
of public events and meet with several of our 
classes." 
On Tuesday, May 16, a free debut screening 
of the film begins at 7 p.m. at the Loosemore 
Auditorium in the DeVos Center. 
Caltabiano began doing stand-up comedy in 
New York City in 1989, about the same time as 
Romano. Their paths crossed continuously as 
they each made the circuit of clubs and television 
appearances. A growing personal and profes-
sional relationship led to his becoming a regular 
writer on Romano's show, which premiered in 
1996. 
From the start, Caltabiano took behind-the-
scene photos of Romano and other cast mem-
bers, which amounted to about 25,000 photos 
and inspiration for the book Everybody Loves 
Raymond: Our Family Album, published by 
Simon & Schuster in 2004. Caltabiano also per-
formed as the opening act for Romano at stand-
up comedy tours they did during hiatuses of the 
television show's production. He started shooting 
videotape, which lead to the idea of a fi lm. 
"Let's do it one time for real," Caltabiano told 
a less-than-enthusiastic Romano. "I basically 
brow-beat him into doing it, by keeping the crew 
to a minimum. He's the only guy I know who 
starred in a film against his wishes." 
For more information, contact Boring at x13668. 
Workshop focuses on 
communication with 
international students, staff 
A workshop sponsored by Human Resources will 
help participants better learn to communicate 
with international students and staff members. 
The workshop will be led by Todd Patterson, 
director of the English Language School; and 
Kate Stoetzner, director of international student 
and scholar services. 
It 's scheduled for Tuesday, May 16, from 9-11 
a.m. in the Kirkhof Center, room 204. To register 
online, go to www.gvsu.edu/hro/excellence, or 
cal l xl2215. 
Irwin Fund golf outing 
scheduled 
The 34th Annual Irwin Athletic Fund Golf 
Outing and Social is scheduled for Thursday, 
June 1, at the Meadows. 
Registration will run from 6:30 a.m.-1:15 p.m. 
Teams of four can choose a morning (7:30 a.m.) 
or afternoon (1:30 p.m.) tee time. Cost for fac-
ulty and staff members is $75 for 18 holes. 
Proceeds from the scramble benefit the Charles 
H. Irwin Athletic Fund. A continental breakfast 
will be served from 6:30-7: 15 a.m., and lunch 
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will be from 12:30-1:30 p.m. Guests can attend 
lunch only for $25. There will also be a cash bar/ 
hors d'oeuvres at 6:30 p.m. 
The deadline to register is May 25. Questions 
can be directed to the athletic office at xl8800. 
Friends of Grand Valley 
to celebrate excellence 
The 2006 Enrichment Dinner, set for June 7 at 
De Vos Place in Grand Rapids , will recognize 
those whose gifts of time, talent and treasure are 
creating opportunities and changing the lives of 
Grand Valley students. 
Richard M. De Vos will again chair the event, with 
Grand Valley Foundation Vice Chairs Jim Brooks 
and Donna Brooks co-hosting the program. 
President Mark A. Murray will make remarks. The 
following people will be recognized: 
• John C. Kennedy will be honored with the 
Enrichment Award for 
community service and 
philanthropy. The presi-
dent and CEO of Autocam 
Corporation, Kennedy 
has served as a trustee for 
Grand Valley. He has led 
numerous capital campaigns 
for GVSU and other organi-
zations. 
• Randall S. Damstra, '82, 
will receive the Leadership 
Award, which honors 
emerging leaders. Damstra 
is chief investment officer 
for RDV Corporation. He 
has been a longtime sup-
porter of Grand Valley's 
intercollegiate athletics pro-
gram and benefactor of the 
Alumni House. 
• Joyce F. Hecht will receive 
the Arend D. Lubbers 
Award, established to honor 
longtime Grand Valley 
faculty and staff. As the 
director of development and 
the founding director of the 
GVU Foundation, Hecht 
partnered with President 
Emeritus Arend D. Lubbers 
John C. Kennedy 
Randall S. 
Damstra 
Joyce F. Hecht 
to raise more than $50 million for landmark 
GVSU projects. 
For questions or an invitation, please contact 
Maribeth Wardrop at x16509. 
···--------------------------
Awards presented for innovation, commitment to students and community 
continues from page 1 
Center; and Susan Mendoza-Jones, director of 
Integrative Learning. 
• Commitment to Students: Dan Gerbens, pre-
professional adviser for the SMART Center; and 
Karl Rishe, living center director. 
• Innovation Award: Terry Pahl, facilities engi-
neer; and Chris Scott, associate director of 
Financial Aid. 
• Service to Community: Eric Klingensmith, 
Career and Counseling Center counselor; and 
Marty Litherland, director of the Northern 
Michigan Continuing Education Program. 
• Outstanding Team Project Award: World Year 
of Physics. 
Medallions for 25 years of service were pre-
sented to Sue Lindrup, Bonnie Visser and Linda 
Woods. 
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Faculty and Staff Sketches 
In the News 
John Kilbourne, associate professor of move-
ment science, was interviewed by NPR's "On 
Point" about college sports and sports reform. 
James Houston, professor of criminal jus-
tice, was interviewed by the Christian Science 
Monitor for a story about a new gang interven-
tion program at the Santa Clara (California) 
County Jail. 
Sketches 
Peimin Ni, professor of philosophy, gave 
three presentations, "What is Not Wrong 
with Confucius, a Gongfu Reading of Four 
Controversial Passages in the Analects," at City 
University of Hong Kong; "How to Read the 
[Confucian] Four Books," at Chinese University 
of Hong Kong; and "Moral and Philosophical 
GVFaces 
Dante Villarreal, 
SBTDC business consultant 
Dante Villarreal values economic diversity. 
"Economic development is part of the solution to 
many problems, social and otherwise," he said. 
A former Grand Valley student, Villarreal was 
recognized by state entrepreneurs for his work 
with minority businesses when he was named 
Michigan Minority Small Business Champion of 
the Year for 2006. 
"Business is all about working with people," he 
said. His workday consists primarily of counsel-
ing clients - both aspiring and existing small 
business owners - about how to begin, expand 
or improve their efforts. 
Across Campus 
Faculty exchange may lead 
to other programs 
An exchange 
between fac-
ulty members 
in America and 
Germany will 
lead to a unique 
online collab-
orative project 
between students 
in those coun-
tries. 
Hermann Kurthen (left) and 
Stefan lmmerfa/1 
Hermann Kurthen, assistant professor of sociol-
ogy, left Grand Valley May 5 to teach courses 
at the University of Schwaebisch-Gmuend 
in Germany. His German counterpart, Stefan 
Immerfall, will spend the spring/summer semes-
ter in Allendale, leading Kurthen's courses. 
The two met last year at a conference on trans-
atlantic relations, held at Grand Valley and at 
Butler University in Indianapolis. 
Implications of Chinese Calligraphy," at 
the University of Hong Kong and Lingnan 
University. 
Kristine Mullendore, associate professor of 
criminal justice, gave a presentation she co-
authored, "Catastrophic Terrorism: Legal Aspects 
of Emergency Situations," at a NATO Workshop 
on Emergency Management after a Major Terror 
Attack in Ericeira, Portugal. 
Lihong (Heidi) Jiao, assistant professor of engi-
neering, gave a presentation, "Effect of Light 
Illumination on Threshold Voltage and Sub-
threshold Slope of Amorphous Silicon Thin Film 
Transistors," at the Material Research Society 
spring meeting in San Francisco. 
Alan Steinman, director of the Annis Water 
Resources Institute, gave a briefing on Great 
Lakes restoration before the U.S. House of 
Representatives Subcommittee on Environment, 
••• 
Although a "small 
business" may have as 
many as 500 employees, 
Villarreal and the Small 
Business Technology 
and Development Center 
provide assistance on the 
individual level as well. 
Clients range from sub-
stantial manufacturers to 
private business owners 
working right from their 
home. The MI-SBTDC is 
Dante Villarreal 
headquartered at Grand Valley and provides sup-
port to 12 regional offices and 30 satellite offices 
On campus, Villarreal teaches workshops for 
Venture Forward, an academic program in which 
Technology, and Standards. He was also an invit-
ed speaker at the Sustainable Water Resources 
Roundtable in Washington, D.C. 
Richard Stoelzel, associate professor of music, 
was the featured soloist with the Grinnel College 
(Iowa) Symphonic Band. In addition to hi s per-
formance , Stoelzel gave a master class for brass 
students. 
Prince Anyalebechi, associate professor of 
engineering, gave a presentation, "Comparative 
Study of the Effects of Solidification Rate on 
the Cast Microstructures of Aluminum Alloys 
6016 and 6009," at the Annual Meeting of the 
Minerals, Metals & Materials Society. He also 
organized and chaired two sessions on materials 
processing fundamentals. He co-edited a CD-
ROM book, "EPD Congress 2006 - Extractions 
and Processing Fundamentals," published by the 
Minerals, Metals and Materials Society. 
public entrepreneurs learn about financial invest-
ments and market research among other consid-
erations before presenting their business to the 
bank. 
"It's great to be housed in this institution and to 
have access to resources here," he said. "Most 
important are the faculty and students who 
engage in projects for our clients." 
While he 's away from the business world , 
Villarreal breeds and trains Colombian horses 
on a small farm in Coopersville to prepare them 
for local competition. He can be found riding a 
horse at the annual Tulipanes Latino Art & Film 
Festival in Holland or swinging golf clubs on 
courses across the state. 
···----------------------------
"We found we had the same objectives for our 
classes and wanted to explore an exchange," 
Kurthen, a German native, said. 
Their three-year department-level pilot exchange 
was formalized in March by the Padnos 
International Center. Kurthen said he hopes it 
leads to a student exchange next year. 
Students at the two universities will gain insight 
on the social and welfare systems of the U.S. 
and Germany when they work on online projects 
together. Immerfall said his institution focuses 
on teacher education, and said perhaps the 
exchange will extend beyond sociology students 
to education majors. 
Immerfall has taught at several German univer-
sities and the University of North Carolina at 
Chapel Hill. He was a visiting professor at the 
University of Aalborg in Denmark and at the 
Berlin Social Science Research Center. 
Kurthen has taught and conducted research in 
West Berlin, University of Toronto, UNC-Chapel 
Hill and Stony Brook University in New York. 
Engineering show and tell 
Engineering students discuss their semes-
ter projects with faculty during their 
presentation day, held April 20 in the 
Eberhard Center. Projects included an ice 
scraper with a heat-assisted blade and an 
automated dishwasher rack. 
